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Dubai: situated in the middle of the desert in the 
Arabian Peninsula, this emirate is known for con-
structing high-rises, shopping malls, theme parks, 
mini-cities and even islands at an unbelievable pace. 
When I fi rst visited in July 2007, Dubai boasted 
the operation of more cranes per square inch than 
anywhere else in the world. I found myself in a sea 
of swinging cranes erecting buildings up through 
the cloud line. Similar to the Boston Dig, Dubai street 
maps were outdated monthly as bigger and newer streets 
carved through town. 
Every international architect and architectural fi rm 
that has made a name for itself was planning or con-
structing one of their signature buildings in Dubai. The 
steel came from China, and the technology from Germa-
ny. Interiors demanded marble from Italy, Zebrano wood 
from the Congo region, art glass from Venice, fabric from 
Madras, India, and hand-printed wallpaper from France. 
Theme parks featuring characters such as Spiderman, 
Shrek and King Kong were in the works. A Las Vegas-
simulacrum (without gambling), Dubai was a bizarre 
Mecca of cultural importation.
In January 2009, however, I found a different Dubai. 
Due in part to the global economic downturn and in part 
to Dubai’s over-spending, cranes had come to a halt. Now, 
entering Dubai is an eerie experience. The outskirts of 
town are fi lled with half-fi nished, abandoned high-rises. 
In spring 2008, the School of Labor and Employment 
Relations (LER) at Illinois launched a new online Glob-
al Labor Studies (GLS) program to analyze issues fac-
ing workers and labor, looking at the interplay of class, 
gender, race, and labor organizations in the workplace, 
the economy, and the political arena from a multi-dis-
ciplinary and global perspective. Courses in the Global 
Labor Studies program synthesize current research in 
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The Burj Dubai, soon to become the world’s tallest 
building at 160 stories, symbolizes the bustling 
and cosmopolitan metropolis of Dubai, UAE.
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Professional Development Workshops
Become a CGS fan on Facebook
The Center for Global Studies expands its 
virtual presence in the world with a Face-
book page.  
You don’t need an account to visit our Face-
book page: Become a CGS fan!
Pedagogical Approaches to 
Teaching Genocide
Online Graduate Course for Spring 2010
In spring of 2010, the Center for Global Studies will 
offer a new online graduate course for in-service teach-
ers that will focus upon teaching genocide in the high 
school classroom.  This 10 week course will be offered 
for one hour of graduate credit.
     The major emphasis of the course is on content 
–providing access to leading subject-area expertise 
in order to build teacher competency. Teachers in the 
course will deepen their understanding of genocide 
and how this challenging subject matter relates to cur-
rent educational issues and is situated within peda-
gogical practice. Using the Understanding by Design 
approach, teachers will be guided in rendering course 
content into classroom curriculum.
     Understanding by Design (UbD) is not a program 
but is a way of thinking intentionally about designing 
student learning with big ideas in mind. Contrary to 
typical pedagogical practice where teachers often focus 
fi rst on instruction, UbD advocates using a “back-
ward design” when planning learning experiences for 
students. In this course, teachers will fi rst clarify es-
sential understandings, then design ways of collecting 
evidence of student understanding before differentiat-
ing learning for students.
     A multi-disciplinary team will lead the course. Pro-
fessor Fritzsche, Department of History, University of 
Illinois, specializes in modern German and European 
history and is a former Guggenheim and Humboldt 
Fellow. Professor Fritzsche’s current research focuses 
on comparative questions of memory and identity and 
vernacular uses of the past in modern Europe. His 
most recent book is Life and Death in the Third Reich 
(2008).
     Phillip Wilder, Secondary Teacher Collaborator at 
the Center for Education in Small Urban Communi-
ties, has ten years experience teaching high school 
students at Joliet West High School and Champaign’s 
Central High School. Wilder specializes in content 
area literacy, meta-cognitive strategies, and multi-
literacies. 
     Allison Witt, a doctoral candidate in Education 
Policy Studies, has fi fteen years of experience in 
higher education as an instructor and administra-
tor.  Witt specializes in the globalization of education 
with an emphasis on both K-12 and higher education 
programming. 
For advance registration information about teacher 
training workshops, subscribe to the K-12 Global Edu-
cation listserv: http://cgs.illinois.edu/about/signup
Teaching the Science & History
of Global Warming
February 20, 2010, University of Illinois
     This workshop for K-12 science and social sciences 
educators will review the probable impacts of climate 
change for U.S. communities, the importance of tak-
ing on the challenge of teaching about global climate 
change, and practical approaches to presenting the 
subject in K-12 classrooms. CPDUs available.
     Talks include: “Confronting Human-Driven 
Global Climate Change,” by Donald Wuebbles (At-
mospheric Science), and “Is It Getting Hot in Here?: 
The History of Global Warming,” by Lillian Hod-
deson (History). 
     To register, please complete the online registration 
form: https://illinois.edu/fb/sec/4418041.
Understanding & Teaching about
World Religions
2010 International Summer Institute
June 13 - 18, 2010, University of Illinois
     This workshop offers multi-disciplinary approaches 
to understanding and teaching major world religions 
as well as indigenous and diasporic religious practices 
of Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. Topics 
include history, theology and ethics; language; rituals, 
celebrations, and cultural practices; gender; science 
and nature; and food. All K-16 educators are welcome.
For more information and to register, please visit the 
website: http://i2i.illinois.edu/2010_institute.php
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FLAS FELLOWS, 2009 - 2010
Alina Haidri
Anthropology
Arabic – 1st year
Azad Amir-Ghassemi 
Urban & Regional Planning
Swahili – 1st year 
Julianne Barbieri (Laut)
History  
Hindi – 1st year
Evangeline Reynolds
Political Science
Portuguese – 2nd year
Matthew Smith
Library & Information Science
Arabic – 1st year
Nathaniel Uchtmann
Medicine
Swahili – 2nd year
Pradeep Shenoy
Engineering
Chinese – 3rd year
Regina Pritchett 
Urban & Regional Planning
Portuguese - 1st year
Not pictured: Harry Fishcher (Hindi). Summer FLAS    
Fellows: Dinah Armstead (Arabic), Tage Biswalo (Swahili), 
Edisa Denic (Turkish), Brendan McElmeel (Turkish), 
Imelda Moise (Swahili), Archana Prakash (Arabic).
The fi rst Summer Institute for the Languages of the 
Muslim World (SILMW) was organized this past 
summer (June 15-August 6, 2009) by the Depart-
ment of Linguistics at the University of Illinois. The 
Institute received funding support from the U.S. De-
partment of Education Title VI grant program of the 
National Resource Centers for Area Studies at Il-
linois: Center for African Studies, Center for Global 
Studies, Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern 
Studies, European Union Center, and Center for 
International Business Education and Research. 
SILMW offered intensive courses in a variety 
of Muslim World languages, including Turkish, 
Persian, Arabic and Swahili. Classes were held 
four hours per day over a period of eight weeks, for 
a total of 132 hours. Students received language 
instruction equivalent to one full academic year of 
language instruction. 
In addition to classroom instruction, SILMW 
offered over 25 extracurricular activities, including 
a research forum, conversation tables, brown bag 
series, cooking classes, movies, music and dance 
classes, fi eld trips, and library visits. These popu-
lar activities attracted as many as 75 participants, 
including students, instructors, administrative staff, 
university personnel, representatives from Area 
Studies Centers, and the public. 
Fifty-nine students from the University of Illi-
nois and a number of other higher-education insti-
tutions in the United States enrolled in the sum-
mer institute, including several students who had 
received FLAS funding. 
In their evaluations, students reported very 
positive attitudes overall about their summer 
learning experience in SILMW, and responded very 
positively to questions about the instructors, extra-
curricular activities, and administrative oversight. 
Among the greatest strengths of the program were 
the extracurricular activities, the small classes, 
immersion format, highly motivated instructors, 
showcase, and cultural activities. Based on this 
positive feedback, we expect to continue this sum-
mer language institute in the future.
Summer Institute for Languages 
of the Muslim World (SILMW)
By Abdulkafi  Albirini
Department of Linguistics
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Abu Dhabi Rising
Continued from front page
Machinery is parked, and there are no workers to be 
seen on many job sites. A highway once saturated by 
billboards advertising new developments is now lined 
by strips of brown papered or blank signs. Develop-
ments such as the Trump Tower and Paris Hilton 
Experience were cancelled before breaking ground. 
Boats fi lled with steel remain docked because devel-
opers cannot afford their contractual commitments 
and fabricators cannot afford to send the materials 
back. Migrant workers suffer the same predicament: 
Now out of work, they can’t afford a ticket home.
 Meanwhile, laid off white-collar workers are 
fl eeing town and leaving their debts behind. If one 
defaults on debt in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
the consequence is being arrested and held until 
somebody pays off the debt. To avoid jail time and 
repayment, scores of people are abandoning their cars 
at Dubai’s new airport. They fl ee town, leaving keys 
in the ignition and credit cards on the dashboard. 
Other people choose to stay and look for new jobs. 
With visitor visas good for only 30 days in the UAE, I 
made monthly border runs to Oman to renew my visa 
while looking for work. Each month, the lines at the 
borders got longer, fi lling up with people recently laid 
off or holding expired work visas who hoped to land 
another opportunity.
 In contrast to Dubai, where rents are drop-
ping, in Abu Dhabi rents continue to rise. Long in 
Dubai’s shadow, the capital of the UAE took a more 
cautious approach to development, which now is 
starting to pay off. Abu Dhabi, after fi rst bailing 
out Dubai with gifts of funds, is now buying build-
ings and transportation systems in Dubai. Although 
Abu Dhabi is slowing down a bit, most of their large 
planned developments are still in the works: The Lou-
vre, Guggenheim, Sheik Zayed and Maritime museums 
are still planned to open in 2012 on Saadiyat Island, 
Abu Dhabi. Developments on Raha Beach, Abu Dhabi, 
are currently slow because Aldar, the developer owned 
largely by the Abu Dhabi government, is focusing on 
Yas Island, a multi-billion-dollar desert island, which 
they are transforming into a Formula One racetrack. 
Their fi rst Grand Prix race took place 30 October – 1 
November 2009. Yas Island will also be home to the 
world’s fi rst Ferrari theme park. Dubai, on the other 
hand, halted construction of the World Island project, a 
group of man-made islands shaped like a globe. 
 Abu Dhabi is fi nishing up construction on the 
largest mosque in the UAE, the Sheik Zayed Mosque, 
but don’t expect the Burj Dubai to be surpassed any-
time soon. After all, it is the fi rst time since the pyra-
mids that the Middle East has the world’s tallest struc-
ture. However, with careful planning, Abu Dhabi has 
positioned itself to move into the future with a stable 
economy. Where Dubai seemed to purposely veil the 
local Islamic, Arabic and Bedouin traditions, allowing 
western branding and business to fl ourish, Abu Dhabi 
upholds and celebrates both international develop-
ments and local heritage. The Abu Dhabi Authority 
for Culture and Heritage hosts aggressive programs 
throughout the emirate. It is my hope that Abu Dhabi 
continues its path to prosperity, learning from Dubai’s 
choices while still maintaining and building upon local 
cultural heritage.
Upon completion, the Sheik Zayed 
Mosque in Abu Dhabi will be the 
largest mosque in the United Arab 
Emirates.
Editor’s note: In the time since 
this article was submitted earlier 
this fall, the fi nancial situation 
in Dubai worsened. In mid-
December 2009, Abu Dhabi gave 
$10bn to Dubai to pay off debts. 
In particular, $4.1bn will be 
used to bail out the government-
owned investment company 
Dubai World. 
The Program in Arms Control, Disarmament, and International Security 
(ACDIS) offered a seminar-based course designed to provide students 
with broad coverage of key areas of scientifi c, legal, social, ethical, and po-
litical aspects of biosecurity, emphasizing current problems and research 
in the areas of biodefense, emerging infectious diseases, synthetic biology, 
and other topics. The course was directed and led by Brenda Wilson, with 
weekly guest lectures speaking on special topics. Seminar participants 
integrated information on modern biomedical research, advances in 
biotechnology, and natural and manmade biological threats with analysis 
of public policies and strategies for enhancing global biosecurity. CGS 
provided support for the seminar series through the Title VI program for 
International Studies of the US Department of Education. 
ACDIS maintains a list of resources about biosecurity: http://acdis.illi-
nois.edu/students/courses-current/global-biosecurity-seminar/links.html.
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This fall, the Center for Global Studies partnered with the University YMCA, 
Parkland College and Virginia Theater, to host the Global Lens 2009 fi lm 
series: ten award-winning narrative, feature fi lms from Argentina, Brazil, 
China, Ecuador, Indonesia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Macedonia, Morocco and Mo-
zambique.
 Global Lens 2009 includes the Macedonian submission for the Best 
Foreign Language Film Academy Award, I am from Titov Veles, along with 
critical favorites Getting Home (Ecumenical Jury Prize, Berlin International 
Film Festival), Mutum (Directors’ Fortnight) and Possible Lives (Pavilion les 
Cinémas du Sud, Cannes Film Festival). 
 CGS was able to offer this fi lm series with fi nancial support pro-
vided in part from the Title VI program of the US Department of Education, 
Parkland College, and Virginia Theater. Co-sponsors included the Center for 
African Studies; Center for East Asian and Pacifi c Studies; European Union 
Center; Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies; Center for South 
Asian and Middle Eastern Studies; Russian, East European, and Eurasian 
Center; and the Asian American Cultural Center at the University of Illinois. 
 Screenings for the UIUC community were held at the University 
YMCA on Thursdays, beginning the fi rst week of the semester and running 
through October. The Center for African Studies organized stimulating and 
illuminating discussions following Sleepwalking Land (panelists: Teresa 
Barnes, Merle Bowen, Bekisizwe Ndimande) and What a Wonderful World 
(panelists: Elabbas Benmamoun, Leila Ennaili, Mahir Saul). Parkland Col-
lege in Champaign also hosted the series in early fall, 2009. The Virginia 
Theater is running the series in November and December. 
 Global Lens is an annual, touring fi lm series launched in 2003 by the 
Global Film Initiative to support the distribution of critically acclaimed fi lms 
from regions not typically seen in mainstream cinema. Since its founding, 
the series has provided a platform for cinematic storytelling from the diverse 
world in which we live. The Global Film Initiative is a U.S.-based, not-for-
profi t organization specializing in the support of independent fi lm from 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Middle East.
Global Lens 2009 fi lms 
Getting Home (Luo Ye Gui 
Gen), Dir. Zhang Yang, China
I am from Titov Veles (Jas 
Sum Od Titov Veles), Dir. 
Teona Strugar Mitevska,  
Macedonia 
Mutum, Dir. Sandra Kogut, 
Brazil
My Time Will Come (Cuando 
Me Toque A Mi), Dir. Victor  
Arregui, Ecuador
The Photograph, Dir. Nan 
Triveni Achnas, Indonesia
Possible Lives (Las Vidas Po-
sibles), Dir. Sandra Gugliotta, 
Argentina 
Sleepwalking Land (Terra 
Sonâmbula), Dir. Teresa Prata, 
Mozambique
Song from the Southern 
Seas (Pesn’ Juzhnykh Morej), 
Dir. Marat Sarulu, Kazakhstan
Those Three (An Seh), Dir. 
Naghi Nemati, Iran 
What a Wonderful World, 
Dir. Faouzi Bensaïdi, Morocco
Global Lens 2009 Film Series Comes to Champaign-Urbana
CGS Hosts Screenings with the University YMCA, 
Parkland College and the Virginia Theater
Global Biosecurity Seminar Offered by ACDIS
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In early September, I joined over 1,300 United Na-
tions (UN) delegates, Non-Governmental Organization 
(NGO) workers, and policy-makers from around the 
world in Mexico City to attend the 62nd annual UN/
Department of Public Information (DPI) NGO Con-
ference (9-11 September 2009). I had been selected 
through an international competition to serve as a 
student journalist for the conference. The Center for 
Global Studies, which is a NGO affi liate to the UN/
DPI, provided funding support for my travel. The 
theme for this year’s conference, “Disarm Now!” con-
veyed the sense of urgency that UN/DPI NGO affi li-
ates feel in promoting peace and development around 
the world in connection with the UN Millennium 
Development Goals. 
The day before the opening ceremonies, I met my 
fellow international student journalists in the lobby of 
the Sheraton Hotel in the heart of downtown Mexico 
City. Students from all over the world, from New York 
to Bangalore, warily sat on the leather couches in 
the extravagant hotel entrance. We were still getting 
accustomed to our surroundings and many of us were 
noticeably overwhelmed by the third largest city in 
the world. Feeling very out of place, we waited anx-
iously for someone to retrieve us.
Dr. Judy Kuriansky, a well-known radio and tele-
vision psychologist and head of the International Stu-
dent Journalist Program for the UN, eventually made 
her way to the lobby for a brief orientation before we 
set out on a tour of the Distrito Federal. After the 
orientation with international and Mexican student 
journalists it was astonishing how easily bonds formed 
between us. We were a diverse group, and while not 
all of us had academic backgrounds in journalism, 
there was a shared recognition of the opportunity pre-
sented to us and a feeling of collective determination 
as we were introduced to the city that would become 
our offi ce for the next three days. 
Having fl own in the prior morning, I had already 
seen a fair amount of the city. My host, a Mexican 
student journalist named Roberto, picked me up at the 
airport with his uncle. The two were waiting for me 
outside the gate; their small white sign scribbled with 
my name offered much needed comfort after a two-
hour wait in customs. Roberto’s uncle, a cab driver 
whose pride in Mexico was apparent, expertly navi-
gated the windy roads on our way to their home, all 
the while speaking to me in rapid-fi re Spanish about 
the city’s culture, politics, and history. I picked up 
what I could, still recovering from the long journey from 
Chicago and a bit distracted by the hundreds of bumper 
to bumper automobiles sharing the road. 
Before long, such scenes became familiar. Any 
preconceived notions I had regarding Mexico City as 
a place of disease, violence, and drugs quickly van-
ished. I soon found myself casually navigating the busy 
streets as if it were routine to dodge traffi c, speak above 
honking horns, and eat street food on my way to work. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, headquarters for the 
conference and location of our media offi ce, became like 
a home fort in the center of the city. 
Throughout the three-day conference, delegates at-
tended workshops and roundtable discussions on disar-
mament and global security. Sessions were held in some 
of Mexico City’s most beautiful museums, churches, and 
lecture halls. Pairs of student journalists (one Mexican 
and one international) were assigned to attend each of 
the 6 to 10 daily sessions and write detailed articles for 
the daily conference newsletter. Among the goals of the 
annual UN/DPI NGO conference is to highlight the im-
portance of a mobilized and informed civil society, and 
the ways in which NGOs can form bridges between the 
UN and the global community. “Global development,” 
a phrase we heard frequently, was used by panelists 
and UN delegates to refer to the limitless work toward 
progress. 
Student journalists also offered social media cover-
age of the conference on Facebook, Twitter and Flickr, 
to highlight youth involvement in the conference. An 
educated and motivated youth is the strongest tool the 
global community has in building a more stable, secure 
world. The UN/DPI NGO Conference in Mexico City 
exemplifi ed this, channeling the voices of students, 
diplomats, and leaders of civil society into one forum 
for discussion. The result was a declaration that seeks 
to build a more solid foundation for the future, and an 
acknowledgment that a united network of youth activ-
ism is the best way to achieve this.
The student media group consisted of about fi fty 
journalists. Given our like-minded interests and the in-
credible task presented to us, we quickly formed a cohe-
sive and compatible team. The time spent in our media 
An educated and motivated youth 
is the strongest tool the global 
community has in building a 
more stable, secure world. 
Desarme ahora! A Call for Disarmament, Development & Global Security
By Brady Collins, reporting from the annual UN/DPI NGO Conference in Mexico City
Brady Collins is an undergraduate student in Economics and Inter-
national Studies and a Civic Leadership Fellow at Illinois.
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room writing, editing, and posting reports felt as much 
like a social gathering as it did a work environment. 
That is not to imply we were not working hard: Having 
written eight articles in three days, I defi nitely experi-
enced fi rst-hand the stress of deadlines bearing down. 
Nevertheless, the long nights spent together (once until 
5am), bouncing around ideas and different approaches 
to stories, quickly established professional and personal 
connections between us that we will not soon forget. 
The Mexican student journalists were some of the 
most informed and motivated students I have ever met. 
In working with them I got the profound sense that 
their unwavering dedication to their city’s involvement 
in international affairs was going to make them future 
world leaders. Each student was fully aware of the chal-
lenges of our rapidly globalizing world. They have seen 
fi rst-hand the problems that face our generation in the 
21st century and are committed to solving them. In ad-
dition, they were great hosts and really showed us how 
fun, safe, and cosmopolitan Mexico City is. 
One evening I took a short break with a Mexican 
student named Isaac. Isaac is in many ways the epitome 
of the new Mexican youth. He grew up there, yet stud-
ied in Tel Aviv on an extended exchange program, and 
is well traveled and well informed on global affairs. 
Isaac brought me to a café located on a top fl oor of a 
Sears building, which had an outdoor balcony. Below us, 
I noticed a protest had erupted at a large intersection. 
About a hundred men had gathered with large signs 
and fl ooded the streets during every red light, forcing 
cars and passersby to take notice. I asked Isaac what it 
was about and he said he wasn’t sure exactly, but this 
happens frequently. Apparently, government offi cials 
often will sponsor a group to protest an issue on their 
behalf, in order to promote their interests while remain-
ing behind the scenes. Isaac told me he has learned to 
cope and live alongside such distractions. 
Mexico City’s informal economy and social structure 
has taught people to persevere, regardless of political 
corruption or corporate greed. It seems people get by on 
their own terms, and while this is vastly different from 
my own perception of society and government, while 
looking out over the balcony it did not in any way seem 
chaotic or threatening. In the open square, couples sat 
kissing, tourists snapped pictures, and street vendors 
did business. All this less than one hundred yards away 
from the screams and shouts. It was like watching a 
collage of images representing a modern civilization and 
a global community. With Isaac’s help, I began to adopt 
a new perspective: outside forces will pull and push our 
lives in intangible ways, but what gives people resolve 
is their ability to proceed with a sense of confi dence, 
self-reliance, and composure. “How do you describe this 
feeling?” I asked. He smiled and gazed out at the view, 
responding with palpable enthusiasm, “Viva la México.”
Mexican student volunteers present Secretary General Ban Ki-
Moon with a sculpture representing the conference theme "Desarme 
ahora!"
sociology, history, economics, political science, business, 
international studies, and industrial relations. 
 CGS offered funding support through our Title 
VI National Resource Center grant from the US De-
partment of Education to develop a new course in the 
program: “Comparative Labor Relations and Union 
Movements” (LER 330). This course offers a compara-
tive overview of labor relation systems, including union 
formation and understanding how industrial relations 
systems developed in countries around the world. An 
emphasis is placed on each country’s interaction be-
tween unions and political organizations, national labor 
policies, the machinery for the resolution of workplace 
problems, the level of shop fl oor disturbances, bargain-
ing coverage of employees, and issues of workers’ con-
trol.
The course also addresses how globalization has trans-
formed the capacity of any nation’s labor relations’ 
system to respond to economic challenge and workplace 
confl ict, and examines the possibility of developing 
transnational unions.
 The School of Labor and Employment Rela-
tions (formerly the Institute of Labor and Industrial 
Relations) offers a Minor and a Certifi cate in Global 
Labor Studies, and is in the process of applying for a 
bachelor’s degree. The majority of LER faculty teach hu-
man resources courses for graduate students pursuing 
a Master’s degree or a Ph.D. In addition, the program 
offers non-credit courses on the UIUC campus and in 
Chicago for unionists. More details can be found at the 
Labor Education Program website:
www.illinoislabored.org. 
Global Labor Studies Minor
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educational opportunities to the broader community to learn 
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